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RITTENHOUSE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
-November 15, 1960- 


The first meeting of the Rittenhouse Society was held August 26, 1960 at the 
American Numismatic Association convention in the S tatler-Hilton Hotel in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Present at this organizational meeting were: 


Q. David Bowers 
Binghamton, N.Y 

Walter H. Breen 
New York, N.Y. 


Dr. George Fuld 
Baltimore, Md. 

D. Wayne Johnson 
Sidney, Ohio 


Kenneth Bressett Kenneth W. Rendell 

Racine, Wisconsin Medford, Mass. 

Grover C. Criswell 
St .Petersburg Beach, Fla. 


At the meeting Walter Breen presented the "charter" originally proposed for 
Rittenhouse Society several years ago. This contained several suggestions 
ici the society's name, including the adopted Rittenhouse Society. After review- 
ing other proposals in the old charter the members decided that many of the ideas 
\,age requirements for members, for example) were obsolete and needed revision. 


A slate of officers for 1960-1961 was nominated and voted on. Elected were: 
y I)a y id Bowers, president; Walter H. Breen,, vice president and D. Wayne . Johnson , 
secret ary- treasurer. All of the members present contributed $1.00 each to give 
txie treasury a beginning. - a 


worl e J°^®-,^f P 5 ° n y ene again it would be advantageous to have some of the ground- 
ompieted. A number of the ideas, requirements and policies already discus- 
sed or to be decided upon are enumerated below. Sometime during the next month 
take an hour or so and write your comments and suggestions for each of the items 
listed. Also mention any new ideas or suggestions that have been overlooked, 
tail your comments to: Q. David Bowerk; c/o Bowers Coin Co., Inc.; 70 Court St.; 
nighamton, jn.Y. Tie combined results of all the comments received will be then 
printed and distributed to the members for voting or further discussion. 

- Purpos e of the Rittenhouse Society - It was agreed that the general purpose 

ne K.b. is to be the encouragement and recognition of numismatic research and 
knowledge . 

. 2. Membership age req uirements - Should a limitation be placed on age? Pre- 
viously discussed were the possibilities tfcjat the age be limited to 30 , 35 or 
40 years with an honorary membership for older persons. It was noted that such 
requirements wouid exclude a number of qualified and worthy people fppm member- 
ship. What about active R.S. members as they cross the age barrier? 

r p9 uil T ei ? ien ts - What should the admission requirements be? Inten- 

clPQ anrf hni? i nterest „ ln numisma tics? The publication of numismatic arti- 

cles and books? This is one of our most important problems. 


(page 2) 


4-= Method of admission - Should admission or consideration be by application 
or by invitation? Should the R.S, be an honorary society or should it assume a 
more active status <> 

5. Size of membership - Should the membership be limited to just a few members 
? r should it comprise possibly one hundred or more members? How should membership 
inquiries be processed? Your president has received two or three inquiries from 
various people inquiring about the R„S, Other members report that they also have 
been asked about the R*S. 

6„ Meeting dates - One meeting will be held annually at the convention of the 
American Numismatic Association At this, the main meeting, the election of offi- 
cers will take place . There are a number of possibilities for additional meetings 
e • g • conventions of MoA.NoA. , N.EoN.A* or C„SoNoS 0 When would you be available 
for additional meetings? W$J*t constitutes a quorum for an officiiT meeting? 

7. Emblems, cards, etc 0 - Should the R„S. have a seal or insignia? If so, how 
can it be made relevant to Dr* David Rittenhouse or the first U.S. mint? Did 
Dr» Rittenhouse have a distinctive crest or bookplate that could furnish some 
suggestions ? o o o o o o o o Do Payne Johnson agreed to furnish R*S. members with pocket 
identification cards 0 

P * Should the R.S* publisn? - Should the R„S. undertake to publish research 
works ana articles of ite members? If so, how would such publications be finan- 
ced and distributed.: The American Numismatic Society presently publishes mono- 
graphs of members » Should we follow their example? A number of persons have ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with the A.Jf.S, formate . „ .Speaking of the A„N.S . ^ would 
tae A.NoSc be displeased with the R.S.'s somwwhat similar purposes? How would the 
R.S . differ from the A.JT.S.? 

9o Initiation fees - It has been suggested that an initiation fee of $25 to 
100 be charged new members . These amounts are similar to initiation fees charqed 
by other groups and societies of similar composition,, If the public image of the 
RoS. were satisfactory, membership would be regarded as an honor and a distinct- 
ion and the initiation fee would not be an objection* What do you think? 

10, Dues - Yearly dues should be collected from all members to finance cor- 


respondence, stationery, etc* An amount of $2 fo $5 per year would seem to be 
reasonable. Extra expenses at the beginning could be financed hv dnna+inne 



4-L ‘ ^ n r r • . ^ o uioouooiun 0 i»JU V\_L_LJl UI1U 

think of many more* Write your suggestions at your earliest conveniare. 
iully activate the Rittenhouse Society* 


Margo Russell 


July 8, 1988 


Dear Kay and Champ: 

How exciting, your invitation for Saturday! Thank you! 

Since the AFA banquet on Saturday evening is a must for Farran Zerbe award 
winners, I must be there. 

But I don't want to miss your fun! 

Vhat if Sande Elinson, AFS development officer, and I drove down just for 
your brunch? She has heard so much about you and would love to meet you 
and see your library. Ve'll invite Eric Fewman to come with us since he, 
too, is probably planning to attend the AFA banquet. 

If this meets with your approval, we will get directions to your house 
after the Bibliomania meeting Friday. 

Anyway, we'll see you soon. . . 


Bestest , 


CC: Eric Hewman 

Sande Elinson 


3043 County Road 25 -A, South 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


it 


July 31, 1989 


Mr. Kenneth W. Rendell 
154 Wells Ave. 

Newton, MA 02159 

Dear Ken : 

How nice of you to send me a copy of your philosophical discussion with 
respect to the excitement which you and others, including myself, secure 
out of research and study. I began to read it with great enthusiasm 
and was even more pleased when I finished it. 

I have studied and lectured on the Hofmann activities and you must have 
had quite a difficult time in this regard. No doubt Justin Schiller 
may have a modified opinion of some of your statements or shall I say 
a conflict problem. 

I at least have stayed in numismatics, even though we lost you, but 

you are still a member of the Rittenhouse Society which will meet shortly 

in Pittsburgh at the A.N.A. Convention. 

If you ever come to St. Louis, please see the coin and currency museum 
I operate and you will also enjoy seeing my numismatic library. There 
will be items you have never seen before. 


Kindest personal regards. 


EPN :bv 




Mercantile 
Money Museum 

Mercantile Tower 
Seventh & Washington 
St. Louis, Mo. 63101 
314-421-1819 


October 2, 1989 


Mrs. Matthew H. Rothert 
656 Graham Street 
Camden, AR 71701 

Dear Janet: 

of how 
m , wi th 

a combination of cultural accomplishment, organizational accomplishment, 
social accomplishment, and business accomplishment. I am sure that 
your family will carry on that tradition. 

Anytime you are in St. Louis, please let us know so that we can be 
with you. 



Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


bv 
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October 4, 1990 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I'm a little behind on my correspondence, so I’m trying to catch 
up. I appreciate the acknowledgement of Denis Loring being added 
to the Rittenhouse Society. 

^ ha wf°r a ^ ded baCk iSSU6S ° f the New sletter to Denis along with 
the 30th Anniversary elongated favor. 

Best wishes. 



glad you liked the rolled quarter — Hope to have 
something extra special for the next annual meeting. 


Craig 3?. ‘Whitford, Secretary/Treasurer 
T.O. r Bo?t 14225 • Lansing, Michigan 48901-42259 517/482-8374 
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HEADSTONE 
broken in 
Cemetery, 
amazingly 


for first Mint Director David Rittenhouse lies 

pr^? e ^ P t S v eS ° n hlS grave in the Laurel Hill 
The shaded lettering remains 
intact after 202 year's weather. 


Photos by Dick Johnson 



David Rittenhouse Bibliography 

A {1771-99} 

American Philosophical Society Transactions. 
["Rittenhouse contributed many articles to 
American Philosophical Society, served as 
curator, librarian, secretary, and vice- 
president, and was on many important committees 
At Franklin's death he was elected president of 
the society, 7 Jan 1791, and by reelection 
continued until his death." --W.C.R.] 

A1 {1796} 

Rush (Benjamin) A Eulogium ... to ... David 
Rittenhouse . 

[Funeral oration after 26 June 1796 death.] 

B {1813} 

Barton (William) Memoirs of the Life of David 
Rittenhouse; Late President of the American 
Philosophical Society . . . with Various Notices 
of Many Distinguished Men. Philadelphia: Edward 
Parker (1813) 614 pages. Engraved frontispiece. 
[Barton was Rittenhouse' s brother-in-law, 
few hard facts in this entire book, mostly 
puffery and unabashed flattery.] 

B1 {1837} 

Renwick (James) "David Rittenhouse," The 
Library of American Biography, edited by Jared 
Sparks. Serial I: volume 7. 

C {1859} 

Lossing (Benson J.) The Pictorial Field-Book 
of the Revolution; or Illustrations, by pen 
and pencil, of the History, Biography, Scenery, 
Relics, and Traditions of the War for Indepen- 
dence. New York: Harper & Bros. Reprinted 
Rutland, VT: Charles E. Tuttle Co (1972) 2 vols 
Rittenhouse data and biography footnote, 1:36 

Cl {1893} 

Cassel (D.K.) A Genealogical-Biographical 
History of the Rittenhouse Family and All its 
Branches in America. 

David Rittenhouse data in vol 1. 

C2 {1894} 

Morris (George) Makers of Philadelphia; An 
Historical Work. Philadelphia: L.R. Hamersly & 
Co. (1894) 308 pages, illus. 


F {1904-30} Forrer (Leonard) Biographical Dictionary of 


G {1932} 

Medallists. London. 5:133. 

Babb (M.j.) "David Rittenhouse," Pennsylvania 
Magazine of Historv (Julv 1932) . 

H {1941} 

Dictionary of American Biography David 
Rittenhouse by [W.C.R.] W. Carl Rufus 

XV : 630 - 632 . 

Excellent for its brief length. 

I {1946} 

Ford (J. Edward) David Rittenhouse: Astronomer 
Patriot. Philadelphia: Univsity of Pennsylvania 
Press (1946) . 


more 


J {1955-83} American Heritage issues: 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

Jensen (Oliver) The Peales 6:3 (April 1955) 
p 40-51, 99-101. 

Rittenhouse was friend of Charles Wilson Peale. 
Davidson (Marshall B.) Penn's City: American 
Athens 12:2 (February 1961) p 10-29, 103-109. 

Prominent citizen Rittenhouse portrait p 21. 
Blow (Michael) Professor Hnery and his Philo- 
sophical Toys 15:1 (December 1963) p 24-29. 
Ketchum (Richard M. ) Men of the Revolution 

VII -- Thomas Paine 23:6 (October 1972) p 601. 
Morgan (Edmund S.) The Witch & We, The People 
34:5 (August/ September 1983) p 6-11. 

K {1957} 

Willem (John M.) "The Case of John Vaughn and 
The Rittenhouse Dollar." Numismatic ScraDbook 
Magazine 23:3 (March 1957) pp 433-439. 

[Stef anelli 12562] 

L {1963} 

Who Was Who, Historical Volume, p 445. 

M {1964) 

Hindle (Brooke) David Rittenhouse. Princeton, 
NJ : The University Press, 394 pages, illus. 

Most schollary and thorough work. 

[Stef anelli 12527] 

N {1965} 

Becker (Thomas W.) "David Rittenhouse: Director 
of the Mint," Numismatic ScraDbook Magazine 

31:7 (July 1965) pp 1916-1920, portrait. 

[Stef anelli 12511] 

N1 {1971} 

Becker (Thomas W.) "The Man Who Built the First 
U.S. Mint," Coinage 8:7 (Julv 1971) pp 56-59 r 
illus. David Rittenhouse data. 

0 {1977} 

Julian (Robert W.) Medals of the United States 
Mint, The First Century: 1792-1892. N.P.: Token 
And Medal Society, 425 pages, illus. 

United States Mint Director David Rittenhouse 
Medal, 1871, by William Barber, MT-1, p 178. 

P {1986} 

Ngw York Times (4 April 1986) Art: III 24:3. 
Long-lost Charles Wilson Peale portrait of 
David Rittenhouse, 18th century Pennsylvania 
astronomer, clockmaker and statesman, was 
auctioned at Robert C. Elored Gallery, East 
Dennis, Mass, to Stanley Sax for $451,000. 

Q {1995} 

Purvis (Thomas L.) Revolutionary America 1763 
to 1800. New York: Facts on File (1995) 383 pp. 
Rittenhouse mentioned p 285, 289. 

R {1995} 

Rubincam (Parry) and Rubincam (Milton II) 
America's Foremost Early Astronomer: David 
Rittenhouse. Skv & Telescooe 89:5 (May 1995 ) 
38-41. 

States recent acceptance of Rittenhouse' s 
astronomical accomplishments by present 
scholars and scientists. 

S {1996} 

Faragher (John Mack, ed) The Encyclopedia of 
Colonial and Revolutionary America. New York: 

Da Capo Press (1996) 484 pages. 

Rittenhouse entry 371-373. 


### 


Parchment Documents the Beginning of Paper Making in America 

1 he parchment lease to the land on which America’s first paper mill was built has been given to the Library 
Company by Mr. and Mrs. Carl B. Norberg oflthaca, New York. William Rittenhouse established his mill in 1690 on 
20 acres of land in Roxborough that is now part of Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park. He and three silent partners (one of 
whom was the printer William Bradford) leased the land from Samuel Carpenter, a First Purchaser of 5,000 acres. The 
lease was to run for 99 years, and the rent was five shillings a year; it was a typical lease at a time when land was plentiful 
and money scarce. The lease was not put into writing until 1 706, by which time the three partners had sold their shares 
to Rittenhouse, as the lease itself tells us. Its brief recital of the changes in the partnership in the preceding sixteen years 
is the best primary source we have for the early history of the mill. 

In 1990 we borrowed the lease from Mr. and Mrs. Norberg anonymously for an exhibition marking the tercentenary' 
of American papermaking, and we illustrated it on the cover of the catalogue. We also borrowed a dozen documents from the 
archives of the mill that were inherited by the late Nancy Rittenhouse Burke Price. These papers had all been made available 
in the 1860s to Horatio Gates Jones, who quoted from them extensively in his history of the mill, but after that they 
disappeared from public view. The papers quiedy passed down through the family, but the lease appears to have been left 
behind in a frame on the wall when one of their G^tfniantown was sold in the 1920s. With the help of the 

Rittenhouse Family Association, we traced the papers ond the fea^-fihd brought them together again for the exhibition. Mrs. 
Price gave us her papers in 1992, and now Mr. and MBsJSJo6«fg have decided to give their lease a permanent home in the 
same library. This lease is in effect the founding documents/ /American paper industry, one of the first manufactures to take 
root on this side of the Adantic, and together with the Price papers it comprises the earliest substantial American business archive. 



The Library Company of Philadelphia 
1314 Locust Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 ISSN 0734-3698 
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Bibliography of the Works of Walter Breen 
A Tribute to the Numismatic Contributions of Walter Breen 
Compiled by Members of the Rittenhouse Society 


Sources consulted: 

Colonial Newsletter, New Revised Cumulative Index for 
Serial Numbers 1 through 89. 


Penny-Wise Research Library on CD-Rom, by Digital 
Dynamics, Inc. 

Harry Bass Numismatic Index Project (except Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine) 

Clain-Stefanelli, E.E. Numismatic Bibliography. 

Walter Breen's Complete Encyclopedia 

American Numismatic Society; Numismatic Literature. The 
following issue numbers have been checked: 11-15, 17-19, 
22-23, 25-28, 42-43, 45, 47, 48, 54, 56, 62-88, 90-109, 114, 116- 
121, 123-138. 


1797 NC-7 - A New, Unlisted Variety. Penny-Wise, 1968, p. 
218. 

1797 S-121a: A Legitimate Sub-Variety. Penny-Wise, 
3/15/1990, pp. 61-62. 

A Coiner s Caviar: Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of U.S. 
and Colonial Proof Coins, 1722-1977. Albertson, NY: 
F.C.I. Press, Inc., 1977. 320 pp. Illus. 

A Coiner s Caviar: Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of U.S. 
and Colonial Proof Coins, 1722-1977. 2 nd edition, revised 
and corrected. Wolfeboro, NH: Bowers and Merena, 1989. 
338 pp., illus. 

A Key to 1837 Large Cents. Penny-Wise, 1970, p. 218. 

American Coin Type Names. An Essay in Ancestor 
Worship - or Something. Whitman Numismatic Journal, 
January 1968. Vol. 5, no. 1, pp. 32-37. Illus. Continued" 
through July 1968, pp. 393-398. 

An Autobiography by Walter Breen. Penny-Wise, 1978, p. 
23. 

An Outstanding Collection of Connecticut Coppers. 
Colonial Newsletter, June 1974, p. 446. 

Anatomy of a Coin Census. Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, July 1963. Continue in August 1963. 

Attribution Shortcuts for 1838 Cents. Penny-Wise 1970 p 
145. 

Billon Sous Marques of Canada, The. Whitman 
Numismatic Journal, August 1965. Vol. 2, No. 8, pp. 581- 
590. Illus. Continued in September 1965, pp. 644-653; 
October 1965, pp. 752-761. 

Brasher and Bailey, Pioneer New York Coiners, 1787-1792. 
Centennial Publication of the American Numismatic 
Society. H. Ingholt, ed. New York, 1958. Pp. 137-145. 

California Pioneer Fractional Gold [with Ron Gillio]. Santa 
Barbara, CA: Pacific Coast Auction Galleries, 1983. 


Cent Collector's Forum. Numismatist, January 1957. Vol. 70, 
p. 25. Also in February 1957, p. 136; March 1957, p. 280; 
April 1957, p. 419; May 1957, p. 514; June 1957, p. 658; July 
1957, p. 807; August 1957, p. 922; November 1957, p. 1322; 
February 1958, p. 170; March 1958, p. 293. 

Center Dots on the Reverse of New Jersey Coppers. 
Colonial Newsletter, October 1976, p. 566. 

Coinage Of The New Orleans Mint In 1861. Numismatist, 
April 1951. Vol. 64, p. 387-394. 

Collector's Necessary Equipment, The. Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine, March 1963. Vol. 29, no. 3, pp. 653- 
659. 

Colonial Overstrikes. Colonial Newsletter, December 1963, 
p. 71. 

Comment on First Paper Money Issued in Ohio. Colonial 
Newsletter, November 1977, p. 609. 

Comment on Time of Manufacture: Mark Newbie 
Halfpence. Colonial Newsletter, September 1971, p. 333. 

Comment on St. Patrick Halfpence and Farthings. 
Colonial Newsletter, April 1968. Vol. 7, no. 2, p. 214. 
Continued in July 1968 and December 1968. 

Comment on Why Were Early American Halfpence Called 
Coppers? Colonial Newsletter, October 1973, p. 416. 

Complete Description of the Recently Discovered New, 
1795 Large Cent. Penny-Wise, 1969, p. 126. 

Confederacy Operated The Charlotte Mint In 1861. 
Numismatist, June 1951. Vol. 64, p. 606-607. 

Connecticut Shilling. Colonial Newsletter, December 1965, 
p. 162. 

’— ! o^stellatio Nova. Colonial Newsletter, September 1974. 
Vol. 13, no. 3, pp. 453-455. 

Davy On Mint Processes In 1794. Numismatist, August 
1951. Vol. 64, p. 870-872. 

Descriptive Essay of the Liberty Seated Half Dimes With 
Arrows of 1853-55, A. Gobrecht Journal, April 1975. Vol. 1, 
no. 2, pp. 9-11. Illus. 

Dies and Coinage. New York: Robert Bashlow, Inc., 1962. 38 
pp. [Reprinted - Chicago: Hewitt's Numismatic 
Information Series, 1965. 34 pp.] 

Early Quarter Dollars of the United States, The [by A.W. 
Browning; completely updated by Walter Breen]. 
Wolfeboro, NH: Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc., 1992. 
166 pp., 8 plates. 

Early United States Half Eagles, 1795-1838. Chicago: 
Hewitt's Numismatic Information Series, 1966. 72 pp. 


Early United States Half Eagles, 1795-1838. Numismatist, 
August 1966. Vol. 79, p. 1033 

Encyclopedia of United States Silver and Gold 
Commemorative Coins, 1892-1954 [with Anthony 
Swiatek]. New York: Arco Publishing Co., 1981, xxi, 362 
pp., illus. 

Encyclopedia of United States Silver and Gold 
Commemorative Coins, 1982-1989 [with Anthony 
Swiatek], 

Evolution of American Numismatics, The. Numismatic 
News, 1966. Vol. 14, no. 11, pp. 12-13, ill. 

Few Unpublished Major Varieties Of U.S. Coins, A. 
Numismatist, June 1953. Vol. 66, pg. 569-572. 

First Crowned Rose Pattern for the Rosa Americana 
Coinages. Colonial Newsletter, September 1969, p. 267. 

First Perfectionist, The. Penny-Wise, 1972, p. 127. 

From Fish Scales to Forgotten Sleepers. Coins, August 
1974, pp. 55ff. 

Hancock's Revenge. Numismatic News, 1971. Serial article. 

Head of Copper, Feet of Clay. Penny-Wise, 1984, p. 337. 

Historic Wreath Cent, The. Coins, November 1967. Vol. 14, 
no. 11, pp. 24-26. Illus. 

How Our Coinage Became Mechanized. Numismatist, 
March 1951. Vol. 64, pg. 284-287. 

How to Stay Ahead of the Coin Forgers. Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine, May 1963. Vol. 29, no. 5, pp. 1329- 
1333. Continued in June 1963, pp. 1648-1655. 

Hundred Year Vendetta, The. Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, August 1962. Vol. 28, no. 8, pp. 2177-2189. 

I Remember Dr. Sheldon. Penny-Wise, 1977, p. 276. 

Le Chameau Treasure. Parke-Bernet Galleries, December 10- 
11, 1971 auction catalogue. 

Legal and Illegal Connecticut Mints, 1785-1789. Studies on 
Money in Early America. New York: American Numismatic 
Society, 1976. Pp. 105-133. 

Major Varieties of the United States Three Dollar Gold 
Pieces. Chicago: Hewitt's Numismatic Information Series, 
1965. [Reprint from Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine.] 

Major Varieties of U.S. Gold Dollars. Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine, 1963. Vol. 29, no. 10, pp. 2813-2819. 
Continued in no. 11, pp. 3134-3140; no. 12, pp. 3446-3453. 
[Reprint - Chicago: Hewitt's Numismatic lnfonnation 
Series, 1964. 24 pp., illus.] 

Medals Challenge to Artisans for Centuries. Coin World, 
March 23, 1962. No. 101, p. 10. Illus. 

Members comment on ANACS sale. Numismatist, 
September 1990. Vol. 103, pg. 1389-90 

Metal Called Tutanaigne. Colonial Newsletter, July 1980, p. 


Metallic Composition of the Continental Currency. 
Colonial Newsletter, September 1965, p. 146. 

Metallic Panaceas: Gold Bugs, Silver Crusaders, and the 
Wizard of Oz. Coinage of the Americas Conference, 
Proceedings No. 6. New York: American Numismatic 
Society, 1990. Pp. 33-54. Illus. 

Mintage Figures for New Jersey Coinage. Colonial 
Newsletter, March 1970, p. 295. 

Minting Process, The: How Coins are Made and 
Mismade. Beverly Hills, Calif.: American Institute of 
Professional Numismatists, 1970. 163 pp. Illus. 

Miss Liberty's American Debut [With Lynn Glaser], 
Numismatic Journal, November 1961. No. 2, pp. 3-17. Illus. 

More About Longacre's Indian Cent Model. Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine, April 1951, pp. 297-299. 

More on Early Usage of the Horse Head Design. Colonial 
Newsletter, April 1978, p. 627. 

More on H.N. Rust Research. Colonial Newsletter, October 
1976, p. 569. 

Mysterious Miss Liberty, The [With Michael Turoff]. 
Coins, October 1971. Vol. 18, no. 10, pp. 62-67. Illus. 

New Discoveries in the Early Cents. Penny-Wise, 1968, p. 
163. 

New Jersey Maris 12-G in AU Condition. Colonial 
Newsletter, March 1965, p. 131. 

New Looks at Old Notes. Numismatic News, 1971-1974. 
Serial articles dealing with Federal currency. 

New Specimen of 1797 NC-1 Discovered [with Bob Retz]. 
Penny-Wise. 3/15/1990, pp. 62-63. 

New Varieties of $1, $2.50 and $5.00 United States Gold. 
Chicago: Hewitt, [1968] 16 pp. 

New Variety Of the 1795 Silver Dollar. Numismatist, July 
1953. Vol. 66, pg. 706, illus. 

New York Immunis, The: A Mystery Unraveled. Colonial 
Newsletter, April 1979, pp. 667-676. 

New-merical" grades?. Numismatist, September 1986. Vol. 
99, pg. 1787 

North American Colonial Coinages Under the French 
Regime (1640-1763). Studies on Money in Early America. 
New York: American Numismatic Society, 1976. Pp. 43-74. 

Notes on Early Quarter Dollars. Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, February 1954. Pp. 137-146. 

Notes on U.S. Quarter Eagles. Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, April 1964. Vol. 30, no. 4, pp. 901-906. Illus. 
Continued in May 1964, pp. 1235-1240; June 1964, pp. 1571- 
1574; July 1964, pp. 2071-2074; August 1964, pp. 2120-2123; 
September 1964, pp. 2625-2628; October 1964, pp. 2666- 
2669. 

Numbered seats and 4-year terms questioned. 
Numismatist, March 1980. Vol. 93, pg. 595-96 


Old Time Collectors and Dealers [with Warren A. Lapp]. 
Penny-Wise, 1969, p. 141. 

On the Discovery of Crosby's "Missing Letter" on the 
Closing of the Massachusetts Mint. Colonial Newsletter, 
March 1977, p. 586. 

On the Eckfeldt Process at the First United States Mint. 
Colonial Newsletter, May 1976, p. 543. Continued in 
October 1976. 

Open letter to U.S. Treasurer Angela M. Buchanan. 
Numismatist, August 1982. Vol. 95, pg. 1943-45 

Our $3 Coin. Born to Placate the Gold Interests. Coins, 
August 1968. Vol. 15, no. 8, pp. 27-31. Illus. 

Paper Coins. Coinage, September 1972. Vol. 8, no.9, pp. 42- 
44, 46, 60. Illus. 

Penny Whimsy. By William H. Sheldon, Dorothy I. Paschal, 
and Walter Breen. New York, 1958. 340 pp., 51 pis. 
[Reprints: Iola, Wis., 1965; Lawrence, Mass.: Quarterman 
Publications, 1976.] 
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Dear Friends, 

WELCOME to the first issue of the NEW... Rittenhouse Society Newsletter! 

In September Dave Bowers wrote “...in the first newsletter print as much as you can concerning the 
history of the Society.” Within the pages of this issue I have reprinted a document written in 1976 which 
briefly outlines the history, goals and structure of our Society. At the conclusion of the document, I 
have included some of my thoughts for us to ponder. 

Since this “first” issue opens the door for new input, I invite the entire membership to submit bits 
and pieces from personal archives relating to the Rittenhouse Society. Please give me a hand by sending 
photocopies of newsletters, previous minutes, press releases, articles, etc. along with your own personal 
recollections of our history. Then, in future issues of this newsletter we can begin to compile a true 
Society History. 

One of the goals of your secretary is to keep this newsletter published on a quarterly basis. By doing 
so, it is my hope that we will all be brought closer together to exchange our thoughts and suggestions 
on how we can improve the Rittenhouse Society. 

Since we are on the subject of “thoughts,” I thought that you would enjoy reading an article I came 
across recently. Originally published in The Columbian Magazine for March, 1787, and perhaps reprinted 
for the first time in 202 years within the pages of this publication, are David Rittenhouse’ s thoughts 
"respecting the Generation of Clouds in the Atmosphere." I hope that you will find his thoughts enjoyable. 

Also included in this issue is an idea for a proposed membership badge along with an up-to-date mem- 
bership roster. 


Until next time, 
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Some thoughts and ideas on the Rittenhouse Society . 


After careful review of the preceding document and in specific the proposed structure of the Society; it 
is perhaps time to take another look and reestablish the structure and goals of our Society. With the 
publication of this newsletter, I hope that we can work to reactivate and stimulate all of us to make the 
Rittenhouse Society an active organization. 

I invite (once again) each of you to communicate your comments and suggestions to me for publica- 
tion in this newsletter for review and discussion. Perhaps we can discuss them in greater detail at the 
1989 A.N.A. convention meeting of the Society. 

/ plan on having the next issue of the newsletter ready to be mailed by June 30, 1989. Please submit 
your comments, suggestions and ideas by June 15, 1989. 

At this time I offer the following items for comment: 

1. Activate the Awards goal outlined in the preceding document. 

2. Jointly organize with the American Numismatic Society a “Coinage of the Americas Conference” 
for 1991 or 1992 with the subject matter relating to either the Mints of the Americas or the Mints of 
the United States. The latter topic could cover the history of all of the U.S. Mints as well as a look 
back at 200 years of organized coinage. Papers regarding the Colonial Mints could also be included. 

3. Become active in promoting new authors of numismatic literature. 

4. Compile and publish "The Papers of David Rittenhouse” as a Society. What a project! 

5. Work together on special projects for 1991 and 1992 promoting and educating people on the his- 
tory of our Nation s Mint. 

(^Compile and publish a listing of articles, books, etc. previously published relating the the U.S. 


PLANNING FOR PITTSBURGH ’89 

of°,hl S I he “ me f °M US ‘° Pla " thC 1989 meet ‘ ng ° f the Rlttenhousc s »ci«y. The Annual Convention 
of the American Numtsmafc Association will be held during the week of August 9-13 1989 at 

he David L. Lawrence Convention Center/Vista International Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. As 

1989Tt S 8 P m’A M S f St K (c We T ‘ he convention hotel restaurant on Saturday, August 12, 
1989 8.00 A.M. for breakfast and an informal meeting. If this seems like an excellent time for 

PITTSBURGH ^ 1 P eaSC let me kn0W and We l1 make the arran 8 e| ncnts. SEE YOU IN 
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Mmms Of 'ZH'E 1988 flfTElftiOUST, SOCIfff JW& (WAL ME&TEhtg 

The 1988 meeting of the Rittenhouse Society was held on July 23, 1988 at the Clarion Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio 
during the Annual Convention of the American Numismatic Association. 

The meeting was called-to-order at 8:00 a.m. with the following members present: Ken Bressett, Q. David 
Bowers, Grover Criswell, R.W. Julian, Walter Breen, Eric Newman and Hank Spangenberger. Invited guests were - 
Margo Russell and Craig Whitford. 

Introductions were made with breakfast following. There being no old business, none was discussed. 

It was agreed by all in attendance that Margo Russell be accepted into the Society. 

Ken Bressett then introduced Craig Whitford as a Rittenhouse enthusiast, and possessing a strong desire to become 
a member of the Society. Craig followed with a brief introduction of his background and interest in David Ritten- 
house, including mention of William Rittenhouse, America’s first papermaker, 1690 (More on this in a future issue 
of this newsletter). Discussion of the numismatic postcards produced by Craig’s company followed. Everyone in 
attendance was given a set of 4 postcards entitled “Our First Mint.” 

Several interesting discussions followed, including one regarding the purchase of old copper by the first U.S. Mint 

for use in casting gears, etc. and not for direct use in copper planchets. The upcoming Bicentennial of the U.S. 
Mint in 1992 was also discussed. 

In closing the informal gathering Ken Bressett discussed a probationary roll in the Society for Craig Whitford as 
e ere tary /Treasurer for 1 year. Grover Criswell moved that Craig be accepted as an active member of the Society- 
Ken Bressett seconded the motion - All were in favor. The meeting was informally adjourned at 9:50 a.m. 


Rittenhouse Society Membership Badge Proposed 


At the July 23, 1988 meeting of our Society the idea of a membership badge was 
informally discussed. Upon further thought, I offer the following idea. 

Elongate Philadelphia Mint, 1932 Washington Quarter Dollars with a portrait of 
David Rittenhouse in relief on the reverse of the coin so that the date and bust 
of Washington continues visible on the obverse. A hole would then be placed 
at the top of the elongate for suspension from a Red, White and Blue Ribbon 
attached to a nameplate. The nameplate would contain an engraved brass plate 
bearing the member’s name. 

The 1932 Washington Quarter Dollar was selected for this project because it 
represents not only the Bicentennial of Washington’s birth, but that of Rittenhouse 
as well. Also, this unique Washington/Rittenhouse portrait combination would 
honor two great men of the first Mint. Since this particular quarter was struck 
in Philadelphia, the birthplace of our nation’s coinage, it makes for a truly unique 
numismatic combination and membership badge. 

This special Membership Badge will be made available only to members of the 
Rittenhouse Society. 

The cost of producing each Membership Badge combination will probably be in 
the range of $10 to $13 each, with the nameplate engraving perhaps being the 
most expensive part of the project. I suggest, and this is only a suggestion, that 
each of us provide $25. to $50. to open a Society account to begin working 
towards our goals (soon to be defined) and out of this amount we will have the 
membership badges produced. Again this is only a suggestion and your com- 
ments and ideas would be greatly appreciated. If all are in favor of this idea 
we could have the badges in time for the 1989 meeting of the Society 
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A Letter from DaV^p ..Rittenhouse, Esq. to the Hon. 
•"-Francis HoPKiifilofi**refpe£ling the Generation of Clouds 
the Atmofphere. . r 

. (Read be/ore'iie Philofophical Society, Feb. 1 6, 1787.) ' 

Bethlehem , Sept. 9, 1786. • 




DEAR S I R, 


M Y curiofity was fo highly gra- 
tified a few days part, with a 
remarkable pheenomenon of our at- 
mofphere, that I cannot forbear 
giving you an account of it j and 
if •! can make the defeription but 
half as entertaining to you, as the 
profpeft was to me, I lhall think 
my labour well bellowed. 

-Some of the principal operations 
of nature, and fuch as one would 
think mull almoft every day be ex- 
pofed to our obfervation, are ne- 
verthelefs fomehow unaccountably, 
and, as if . by defign, carried on be- 
hind the curtain fo fecretly, that we 
are left almoll entirely ignorant of 
the matteh If, therefore, once in 
half a century, we chance to catch 
nature off her guard, it becomes us 
to attend with diligence, and to give 
a juft hillory of the experiment to 
others, for the improvement of our 


* he weather was very warm, with 
flying clouds from the S. W. until 
towards evening, when the lower 
clouds difperfed, and difeovered a 
clear fley, with a few ftreaks of fupe- 
rior clouds, finely coloured, as ufual, 

by the fetting fun. The moon want* 

ed a little of being full, and appear- 
ed very beautiful about an hour in 
height ab<?ve tl)e eailenT mountain. 
A little above the moon there paffed 
a long narrow dark cloud, which 
‘ftretched N. E. and S. W. farther 
than the eye could reach, and feem- 
ed to lye directly over, and parallel 
to the fummit of the mountain. It 
appeared to move brilkly towards 
the-N- W. and I expefted it to pafs 
off quickly, leaving a perfedlly clear 
Ay. Looking again towards the 
moon, a few minutes afterwards, I 
found the cloud greatly increafed Tn 
breadth ; . its upper .edge had ad- 


phnolophical knowledge. , ’ ■ '7 '‘hr*® .swgc iiao aa 

We often obferve the cleareft blue copfiderably towards the ze- 

(ky, in the courfe of a few hours,, ^ ‘ where 

totally obfeured by thick and dart ^{; Q n nnt °k * ^ greatefl mo- 
clouds. But we know, very imper/ t ’ c , , c *"£”1 P ace at a ^ 
fcftly, how thefe clouds are gene- A found that ^ e ^d was con- 
"‘" i - It it of tbi. prods, 


rated. It is of this procefs, how-S* 
ever, that I am going to give you 
fome account. 

The beautiful valley of Wyoming 
is bounded by two parallel ranges of 
mountains, four or five miles diftant 
from each other, running N. E. and 
S. W. nearly. The river Sufque- 
hannah breaks abruptly through the 
N. W. mountain, a little above the 
mouth of Leehawanie; it afterwards 
continues running along the -valley 
for many miles, towards the S. W. 
with frequent ferpentine windings. 
Wilkfboroughisfituatedonthe S.E. 
bank of the river, eight or nine 
miles below Leehawanie, — and at 
this place there is a very extenfive 
view of both the mountains, as well 
towards the N. E. as the S. W. 

On the 5th of September lad, 


were conftantly generated in the 
clear air, juft below the great cloud, 
which by a brifk morion upwards, 
■presently attached themfelvea to it, 
whilft the whole body of the cloud, 
by a more gradual motion, proceed- 
ed northweftward ; 1 gazed- at this 
appearance for the fpace of two 
, hours, with pleafure and aftonifh- 
mentj during all which time the 
operation - went on without any in- 
terruption, and with very little va- 
riety. By this rime., the whole 
H can ns wereobfeured by very thick 
and dark clouds, excepting the nar- 
row ftreak between the eaftern edge 
pf the cloud, and the- mountain, 
>vh:ch dill remained clear. : 1 now 
Yfent tQ bed, but have re^fon to Ije- 


lieve, from the appearance next 
morning, that the cloud continued 
forming in the fame manuer during 
the whole night. Early next morn- 
ing it began to rain a little, and 
more diftant clouds arriving from the 
s. E. clofed the feene. 5 

When I firft obferved this appear- 
anqe, a lpw cloud was juft vifible o- 
yer the top of the mountain, and 
continued there the whole evening. 
It feemed to move flowly towards 
the N. E. This convinced me that 
the brifk current of air, which I 
felt conftantly from the S. E. did 
not reach much beyond th? moun- 
tain. 

If we attempt an explanation of 
this phenomenon, the firft difficulty 
that occurs is, whence could be de- 
rived that continual fupply of frefh 
air, loaded with vapours* which fur- 
nifhed matter for fucfi % prodigious 
quantity of clouds ? It could not be 
from the N. W. for the cloud moved 
in that dire&ion, nor«by-a low 
counter current, for the lower air 
was felt conftantly the fame way; 
It could not be from the S. E. for 
a low-eloud was feen the wholo rime 
hovering a little beyond the moun- 
tain, • and moving flowly in. a differ- 
ent direction.- T conclude* ' there- 
fore, -that it was by a direct preci- 
pitation of the fuperior air along the 
fummit of the mountain/toccafion- 
ed probably by its coldnefs : for 
the next morning, in croffing the 
mountain, I found myfelf- involved 
in a cold mill, which obliged me to 
wrap my coat clofe about me, thof 
the air in the valley was- ftill warm. 

If the air defeended dire&ly on 
thetnountain, it appears that the 
cloud or vapour, as foonr as it was 
feparated from the air,, in which it 
had been diffolved, became lighter 
and mounted upwards with a quick 
morion, at the fame time that it 

moved N. W. from the mountain ; 
at leaft it feemed to do fo : or, if 
this rifing was only apparent, the 
motion of the detached parts of the 
cloud muft have been much fwifter 
dt firft, than it became a few minutes 
afterwards. 

I (hall conclude with propofing 
this query. Are not the cold fum- 
mits of mountains the great and ge- 
neral means employed by nature, 
for precipitating the watersfrom the 
atmofphere, wherein they had been 
held in a Hate of folution, and there- 
by producing rains ? 

I am, dear Sir, > 
Your’s fincerely, 

David Ritten house- 

F. Hopkinfon, Efj. 
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you're Invited 
to the AnnuaC Meeting of the 
‘Rittenhonse Society 


‘Vista International SfoteC 
Bittsburgh, Benna. 

Saturday, August 12, 1989 
8 o'ctod^in the morning 

"(Dutch treat" Breakfast 
Spouses are ‘Wetcome! 

We zoiff meet in the Wotef Lobby 

^ 

NEW MEMBERS PROPOSED 

Mark S. Auerbach 

proposed by Ron Guth 

Neil Shafer 

proposed by Dave Bowers & Ken Bressett 

< 


Dear Friends, 

First I would like to thank all of you who wrote me 
expressing your views and suggestions for a new and 
progressive Society. I love to receive mail.. .so keep 
those letters coming. 

I also appreciate those words of encouragement on the 
first issue of the Rittenhouse Society Newsletter. It’s only 
through your help that I can continue to keep us informed 
and enlightened. 

Unfortunately though, I did not receive any information 
relating to the past history of our Society. I would like 
to encourage all of you to go into your files and send me 
copies of whatever you have. Better yet, bring them to 
our annual meeting. 

I apologize for the delay in sending this issue out. It has 
been quite busy in the Whitford household with the 
arrival of our 5th bundle of joy - Jessica Mae on June 3rd. 

There is plenty to review, digest and consider in this pre- 
ANA issue. 

The Annual Meeting of the Rittenhouse Society is sched- 
uled for Saturday, August 12, 1989 at 8:00 AM at the 
convention hotel restaurant. You and your spouse are 
invited to this “Dutch treat” breakfast. 

See you in Pittsburgh, 
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AN UPDATE. ...from the last issue of the Rittenhouse Society Newsletter 

In regards to the six ideas suggested in the last issue, the following responses were received from the membership. 

1. the RITTENHOUSE AWARD(S). 

It was the general consensus of those responding that we should activate the “Rittenhouse Award.” This award 
would be given to the A.N.A. exhibit which displays the most original research. A second award would be 
provided annually for the book or article which puts forth the most original research. 

2. ANS COAC CONFERENCE IDEA. 

This idea brought mixed reactions as to whether this was to energetic for our Society. 

3. PROMOTE NEW AUTHORS. 

This idea was well received. The big question was HOW? 

4. “THE PAPERS OF DAVID RITTENHOUSE” 

It was suggested that this project was also perhaps beyond our reach. 

5. SPECIAL U.S. MINT BICENTENNIAL PROJECTS. 

Another very well received idea. Several suggestions have been offered and are published within. 

6. Compilation of Books and Articles relating to the U.S. Mint. 

Again perhaps beyond our reach. 


MEMBERSHIP BADGE UPDATE 

The idea of an elongate membership badge produced mixed reviews. Two further ideas were offered by members and 
are perhaps better suited for our Society. The following ideas are proposed for discussion at our annual meeting. 

1. U.S. MINT RITTENHOUSE MEDAL. 

Acquire a sufficient quantity of the U.S. Mint Rittenhouse Medal, grind off the reverse and engrave with the 
name of the Society, name of the member and year entered into the Society. This medal would then be 
drilled and tapped with a hanger for suspension from a ribbon and nameplate. 

2. OUR OWN MEDAL. 

Since tremendous support was voiced concerning the establishment of an annual Rittenhouse Awards, the idea 
o producing a Society Medal was proposed. This idea could serve the needs of our Society in several ways: 

A) An Official Membership Badge. Perhaps a quantity could be struck 
in a precious metal, specifically for the membership badge. 

B) A Society Fund Raising Project. A Society Medal produced in a limited 
edition (or unlimited) would allow us the opportunity to raise some of 
the funds necessary to carry out the goals of our Society. 

C) Rittenhouse Awards. Uniface examples could be struck for attachment 

to award plaques. 

alTbad 8 ge e ^ ^ *** ^ ^ ide3S Which y0U may have re 8 ardin g our official membership medal 
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A SUGGESTED RITTENHOUSE SOCIETY PROJECT FOR 1992 

"MINT MARKERS" 

By Ken Bressett 

The opportunity for our Society to do something significant to mark the bicentennial of the United States 
Mint is too important to be put off or missed. The items presented for consideration in the last newsletter 
all have merit, and give rise to a project that I would like to suggest where we could participate and 
bring some recognition to the Society. 

I have already proposed to the American Numismatic Association that as part of their Centennial cele- 
bration in 1991, they could identify and mark the various mints that operated in this country from 1652 
to 1852. In other words from the Colonial period through the Territorial issues. 

Some of these historic mints already have markers to identify their location, but most do not as far as 
I can tell. Perhaps some, like the Hull mint in Boston, simply cannot be located today. But if it can 
it deserves a marker. 

The ANA feels that they can only assist in suggesting that the project be carried out by local coin clubs 
or historical societies. They cannot fund the project or even provide the markers. In fact they do not 
know what mints to honor or where they are located. This is where the Rittenhouse Society can help. 
We can produce a list of the mint sites that should be marked, and try to establish the location. Perhaps 
we can also design a marker that would be similar for each mint, and that would recognize the ANA 
and Rittenhouse Society for their participation. Perhaps we could even find a way to raise some money 
for the project. 

What are your thoughts on the subject? Can we as a Society work to produce a list of mints that should 
be marked along with a list of those currently marked? 

MORE SUGGESTIONS FOR A PROGRESSIVE SOCIETY 

By Dick Johnson 

1. Commission a Documentary Film on Early Mint History. 

While costly, this would appeal to today’s film oriented society; it is also something that can 
be shown at coin functions, on TV, and even sold in video cassette form. 

I would recommend the Wolper firm which did such an excellent film on Augustus Saint- 
Gaudens recently. 

2. Form a “Friends of the United States Mint Society.” 

It seems every local library now has a “Friends of the...” organization which aids the group 
in diverse ways. Often this is aid in which the bureaucracy cannot move enough (or cannot 
move at all). There are things we could do for the U.S. Mint which it cannot do for itself 
(see next item, for example). Continued On Page 4 
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Continued From Page 3 

3. Help Merchandise the U.S. Mint Bicentennial Event. 

There is a growing trend for non-government organizations developing funds for government activities. 
Like the Inaugural Committee that raises $10-$ 12 million for the inauguration of each new president. 
These funds are raised (don’t be surprised!) by selling products! Some of the top manufacturers in 
America become involved in these projects. 

Perhaps the same thing could be done for the Mint ( and I see now that the Mint is trying to raise an 
“enterprise fund” for a similar function). 

There is a firm here in Connecticut which does this type of work for non-profit organizations. Basi- 
cally it creates the products, prepares the catalog, and sees that it is mailed to the organization’s own 
mailing list. 

The Mint is blessed with one of the best mailing lists in the field. If we could help develop a line of 
products for the Bicentennial anniversary, and this catalog is mailed to the Mint’s list, this would be a 
sure winner. Both in products and in sales. 

Could you see Tiffany creating a bowl in silver honoring the U.S. Mint? Can you see the National 
Geographic creating a 4-color book on the history of the Mint? Can you see Time-Life-Wamer creat- 
ing a newsstand publication? 

Can you think of a product or firm which would like to be connected with this project? 

4. Our own Publications. 

I have one in hand for possible publication. This very scarce 3-part article published in the Philadel- 
phia Dispatch in January and February 1853. It is a 15,000 word visitto the Mint and explains every 
department and every function within the Mint at that time. It is one of the best descriptions during 
that period I have read. 

I have never seen any reference to it; yet it is outstanding for its clarity and detail. It should be made 
available to numismatic readers of the next century. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT....Where do we go from here? 

This issue puts forth many new and innovative ideas with which our Society can grow. Perhaps for the 
first time since the Society was formed we have the means to actively communicate with one another. 

The organizational letter published in the last issue of this newsletter stated that the “General purpose 
of the Society is the encouragement and recognition of numismatic research and knowledge.” This single 
statement requires action. 

Our purpose is quite clear. What remains unclear is how we will make it all happen. What are our 
membership requirements? How would we reject a member felt to be unsuited? Is writing or authorship 
necessary to be a member? Should we have membership dues? What are or should be our goals? Should 
our Society become much larger in terms of membership? 

All of these questions have been raised by several members and discussion and action is required before 
we can proceed with our goals. 

One member wrote that We have a pool of talent among our members that is unmatched in Ameri- 
can numismatics today. We should put this talent to good use...” 

We should put this talent to good use. As a Society we have the opportunity to make our goals happen. 
Before our annual meeting, please give some time and thought to our Society. Our purpose and goals 
^need your input. We need to answer the question of “Where do we go from Here?” 


